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Coping with the coronavirus. Inside today: A pull-out guide on what you need to know 


about the pandemic, how to protect yourself from the illness called COVID-19, supplies to have on hand if you must stay home and where else you 


can go for information you can trust. Public health officials say having accurate information is paramount in a crisis like this. This guide has it, from 


cleveland.com and The Plain Dealer, supported by MetroHealth. In today’s edition of The Plain Dealer. 


CORONAVIRUS 


Keeping calm 
and carrying on 


University Settlement workers and volunteers gather about 300 supply bags that included things such as soap, hand sanitizer and a first aid 
kit just before fanning out into the Slavic Village neighborhood to hang the bags on front doors. Lisa DeJong, The Plain Dealer 


Profound changes sink in as Ohio adjusts to pandemic 


Plain Dealer Staff 


Just past noon Friday, the calls for take- 
out orders began coming into the small, fra- 
grant kitchen of Mom’s Pierogies off Mem- 
phis Avenue. 

Church fish fries, along with so many 
other places where folks gather and find 
community, have been closed because of the 
coronavirus, and residents were avoiding the 
crowds at restaurant chains. 

Janet Vedda and her staff began churning 
out orders. They'd expected to be busy on a 
Friday during Lent and had prepared more 
than 1,000 filled dumplings, but the stream 
of residents in and out of the shop spoke to 
the fears of a region. 

“People aren’t here long,” Vedda said. 
“They come in and grab their orders and 
go.” 

Some ate their meals in their cars. 


NEW MINDSET 

With Ohio Governor Mike DeWine’s 
unprecedented declaration Thursday that 
banned most gatherings of 100 or more 
people, our new, and in some ways pro- 
foundly different, life has begun to sinkin. 


SEE CORONAVIRUS, A16 


Lotteries, A2 


Go & Do, A2 
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Acar drives by dark and quiet Huron Road. near Rocket Mortgage Field House on Thursday. 
The Mid American Conference basketball championships were canceled because of the 
coronavirus pandemic. Gus Chan, the Plain Dealer 


Nation & World, A6 


Deaths, A24 Forum, E1 Sports, C1 Comics, Y1 TV listings, D7 
Customer service: To subscribe or report delivery issues, call 216-999-6000 


CORONAVIRUS 


Couple to 
close business 
amid crisis 


School studio will stay 
closed until classes open 


Evan MacDonald 
emacdonald@cleveland.com 


Last week, Alison and Bill Ripcho real- 
ized their Cleveland photography stu- 
dio might be putting public health at risk 
amid the novel coronavirus crisis. So they 
made the difficult decision to temporar- 
ily close. 

RipchoStudio, a 70-year-old mainstay 
of the city’s Detroit-Shoreway neighbor- 
hood, laid off its entire staff of nearly 50 
employees Friday, two days after Gov. 
Mike DeWine announced that all of the 
state’s K-12 schools will be closed for 
three weeks. 

RipchoStudio is a school photography 
studio, and sends crews into hundreds of 
schools every year across Ohio and western 
Pennsylvania. 

Owners Alison and Bill spent several 
days weighing the need to protect the com- 
munity against the jobs of their employees, 
many of whom may need to seek unem- 
ployment pay while the business remains 
closed. They ultimately decided they could 
not continue operating, potentially spread- 
ing the virus between the schools they visit 
on a daily basis. 

“It’s probably one of the hardest deci- 
sions we’ve ever made as a couple,” Alison 
Ripcho said. “But it was about the impact 
on the community. Protecting the health 
and well-being of our employees was fore- 
front on our minds.” 


SEE CLOSED, A18 


DEAR READER, 


The local impact of COVID-19 is quickly 
evolving. Our reporters at The Plain Dealer 
and Cleveland.com are working to make sure 
you and your neighbors are equipped with the 
latest public health information. 

As a benefit of your print subscription, 
you have access to our eNewspaper. This 
convenient service is provided to allow access 
to The Plain Dealer wherever you are, seven 
days a week. 

While we remain committed to printing 
and providing uninterrupted home delivery 
service, we cannot foresee changes that may 
impact our ability to do so. For the next sev- 
eral weeks we are allowing free open access to 
the eNewspaper for everyone. Go to 
cleveland.com/ReadCPD and you will be 
taken to The Plain Dealer. Save this link to 
your favorites for quick and easy access. 

Your safety, the safety of our employees 
and the independent newspaper carriers 
who deliver your newspaper is important 
to us. We hope to continue uninterrupted 
delivery. Thank you for supporting the work 
we do. 


SPORTS 
Save a dance 


Not ready to give up on March Madness? 
We have a way to keep the magic alive. C3 


© Snow showers 
Je" 40/31 
x 


li Nn 1 


6 4776 


Strong. Stable. Sa 


Our Capital Ratio is nearly twice the government’s requirement. 


e As always, funds are FDIC insured. 


e We always offer the most competitive rates, even in today’s market. 


e We have a 5-Star rating from BauerFinancial, the independent rating agency. 


Member 


FDIC 


EQUAL HOUSING 
LENDER 


Funds insured according to FDIC insurance requirements. ©2020 Third Federal 


ThirdFederal 


SAVINGS & LOAN 


Open Saturdays. 


Call or visit one of our 
convenient locations. 


1-800-THIRD-FED 


800-844-7333 


thirdfederal.com 
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BEN & GEROME STEFANSKI 
FOUNDERS 


C9433651-06 


